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The Wilderness Tabernacle, Showing Its Outer,

Ascending From the Holy of Holies.

with Shekinah Glory

and Inmer Courts,

The Bible Speaks

CHRISTIANS should have an interest in, and receive

enjoyment from, frequent periods of inspirational
and instructive Bible Study. ‘“Come now, and let us
reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah
1:18.

Isaiah, inspired by the Holy Spirit, wrote these
words of tender admonition for us, to reason with the
Lord, regarding the eternal verities written in the
Word of God, that we might understand Him better
and love Him more. The world is passing through a
very great erisis. The future is anything but bright.
Everything is being shaken. But the Word of God
stands. A knowledge of the revealed Scriptures is the
only thing that will anchor our souls in the present
storm.

It is very wonderful that we have such a guide-
book as the Bible, from which to glean all that we need
to know regarding life, both temporal and eternal. I
like to call attention to II Timethy 2:15, “Study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth,” and John 5:39, “Search the scriptures; for
in them ye think ye have eternal life: they are they
which testify of me.”

A story is told of an artist who lived in New York
City. For many years he longed to see a certain sculp
tured marble statue of Christ which stood in a public
place in the city of Copenhagen, Denmark. He had
heard that the face looked almost life-like. An oppor-
tunity came for him to travel abroad. When he visited
the place where the famous statue stood, he paused
some distance from it, to contemplate the work of art
which he had longed to see.
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A guide nearby noticed a look of disappointment
on the artist’s face. He said: “Sir, you are making the
same mistake that many have made if you are looking
for the beauty of the countenance while you are so
far away. If you will walk real close and look up into
the face, I think you will like the statue better.” The
artist smiled and did as suggested. The real work of
art, he discovered, was the genuine look of compassion
that the sculptor had succeeded in cutting into the
face of the figure. The lines were perfectly carved
so the beauty of the face could not be seen until one
came very close to it.

There is a great deal of meaning in this illustra-
tration. The real beauty of the Christ can be seen and
experienced only to the degree that we draw close to

Him through whole-hearted consecration and self-
abnegation. How sweet a Christian life can be if
kept in close touch with Jesus, the Christ! A good
incentive to a rich Christian experience is to engage
in regular and systematic studies of the Scriptures for
“they are they which testify of Me.”

A great preacher had spent years preparing for
the ministry. He knew all the fine points of ser-
monizing, exegesis and homiletics. Every sermon that
he delivered from his aristocratic pulpit was a master-
piece as far as language and construction were con-
cerned. But when it would come time to give the
invitation at the close of his messages and appeal for
the unsaved to accept Christ, the sermons resulted in
utter failure. Being a sincere man, he was greatly
troubled and felt that something was lacking.

In the congregation there was a young man who
had a serious impediment in his speech. He stuttered
pitifully when he tried to talk. However, he had
- earned for himself a real reputation as a soul-winner.
He was invariably bringing sinners to Christ, frequent-
ly taking them to the pastor for prayer and counsel.

One time after the preacher had preached a char-
acteristic sermon and made an appeal with no results,
the young man came at the close of the meeting bring-
ing one who had just expressed a desire to be saved.
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When the seeker had departed, the preacher turned
to the young man and said: “How is it that I have
devoted years of my life training to preach and I get
no results from my sermons, but you, an unlearned,
stuttering, stammering individual, are always leading
someone to Christ.”

Blushing, the young man replied: “We-l-l-l, you
see, th-th-the B-b-bible doesn’t stut-t-t-ter.”

Concerning the matters of life, death, eternity,
and the problems of daily living, we can be thankful .
that the Bible does not stutter.

This little book is meant to help reveal, in a simple
manner, some of the inner spiritual truths of the Word
of God which are so often overlooked in a casual read-
ing of the Seriptures. It is especially written for those
who do not have time for a detailed and technical study
of certain Old Testament truths that are vitally related
to New Testament fulfillment.

The Wilderness Tabernacle is one of the most
entrancing and important revelations of the entire
Bible, so rich in typology and spiritual meaning! As
we study its physical construction and spiritual sig-
nificance let us trust the Holy Spirit to lead us “beside
still waters” of meditation and inspiration.

God's Dealings With Israel

OD’S dealings with ancient Israel are very signifi-

cant and full of meaning to those who are illumi-
nated with divine understanding. In these dealings,
much rich spiritual truth is concealed.

When the Children of Israel were captives in the
land of Egypt, God called Moses and his brother Aaron,
to lead them out of bondage. Bitter plagues were
poured upon Egypt by the hand of Moses to cause the
ruling Pharaoh to release the Israelites. The mon-
arch’s heart was only hardened by these acts of judg-
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ment and he became more cruel than ever toward his
captives.

At first Pharaoh was insulted by the presumption
of these two who came demanding the release of the
Israelitish slaves by order of a higher deity than the
Pharaoh himself. Who was this unknown deity of
whom Moses and Aaron spoke? The courageous Moses
refused to be defeated.

One morning, as a new day was blushing, Pharaoh
came down to the river’s bank, to worship the goddess
of the Nile and to bathe. There stood Moses, with
Aaron by his side, rod in hand. “Let my people go,”
demanded Moses. The royal lip of the monarch only
curled with scorn.

Aaron smote the Nile with his rod and the river
turned into blood. It flowed on this way for seven
days. The perishing fish must have produced an
unbearable odor. The condition lasted a week and the
Egyptians were obliged to dig shallow wells in an effort
to find drinking water.

Very likely these plagues followed one after the
other in rapid succession so that the entire conflict
lasted less than a year. It was only a few days after
the experience of the water turning to blood that the
second plague fell upon Egypt.

Moses and Aaron gave Pharaoh plenty of warning.
They warned him that if he did not release Israel that
they might be taken into the wilderness, that: “The
river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall
go up and come into thine house, and into thy bed,
and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy
people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneading
troughs. And the frogs shall come up both on thee,
and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants.”

Pharaoh refused to take heed. Myriads of green
frogs leaped from the banks of the streams until the
very ground seemed to be fairly alive.

It was at this point that Pharaoh showed the first
sign of weakening. He even expressed his willingness
to surrénder. In his utter helplessness to cope with
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the situation, he cried out: “I will let the people go,” if
the frog ban will just be lifted. e

It is interesting to note that Pharaoh’s magicians
were able to produce frogs like Aaron’s, but they were
unable to destroy the plague. Satan does not alleviate
suffering ; only Jehovah can do that.

Pharaoh promised faithfully that the Cl,uldrer‘i‘ of
Israel would be granted freedom “tomorrow,” but “to-
morrow”’ never came. Once the plague of frogs were
removed, he returned again to his heartless and ob-
stinate attitude. !

Next there followed another terrible plague, dif-
ferent from any that came before or was to follow..

The Egyptians were a scx_'upulously clean people, in
their personal habits. Imagine the cry that went up
from all over the land, when lice, the most disgusting
of all parasites, were suddenly found everywhere.
“Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote
the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and
in beast; all the dust of the land became lice.”

This was the first plague that the magicians were
unable to duplicate. At this point they gave up and
said to Pharaoh: “This is the finger of God. But
once more the monarch turned against que_:s and
Aaron bitterly and refused to grant their petition.

Following the lice there came a plague C!escrlbed
as “flies.” It is not absolutely certain \.Nh:%,t is meant
in the original text by the word “flies,” but it is
thought that “beetles” would be more _nea.rly the cor-
rect translation. The Egyptians worshipped a peculiar
kind of beetle which was an emblem of the Sun-god.
It has been remarked that this plague appeared as if
their very god had turned against them. The beetles
covered the ground, swarmed everywhere and de-
stroyed the food. :

There was one blessed piece of land_ in Egypt
and that was Goshen, where the Hebrews lived. This
territory was immune to the beetle plague. God cares
for His own. ]

Pharaoh came forth with a compromise offer.
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He was willing that the Children of Israel should go
into the wilderness to worship and offer sacrifice to
the Lord, but he stipulated that “ye shall not go very
far away.” But Moses refused to enter into any such
an agreement.

The tables are turning. Moses is now speaking
as a privileged character. He even has courage to
express his contempt for Pharaoh to his face. We
now see a shepherd rebuking a king. One, with God,
is always a majority. Again Moses prayed and the
beetle plague was lifted, but Moses says: “Let not
Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more.”

One would have thought that the next plague
of murrain on the Egyptian cattle resulting in such a
great loss, would have broken the proud and haughty
spirit of Pharaoh, but it did not.

Even more destructive was the plague that fol-
lowed. At a public occasion Moses accosted Pharaoh
and suddenly dashed a hand-full of ashes into the air.
We read that: “Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven”
and boils broke out on men and beasts everywhere.
The magicians tried to duplicate this miracle but they
themselves had so many boils they could not. We can
visualize the sacred beasts which were worshipped in
Egypt’s gorgeous temples, broken out with painful
boils. But once again, Pharaoh refuses to listen and
Moses is not permitted to release his people.

A solemn warning was given Pharaoh that a hail
storm the like of which the world had never seen, was
coming. He ignored the warning. The storm came.
Thunder and hail leaped from inky black clouds.
Through the pelting storm, Moses and Aaron were
called again into the royal presence to hear Pharach
confess:* “I have sinned . . . I and my people are wicked.
Entreat the Lord that there be no more mighty
thunderings and hail; and I will let you g0.” | Moses
prayed, the storm stopped, and Pharaoch again beecame
obstinate. ‘“Neither would he let the Children of Israel
go.” Exodus 9:35.

By this time Moses had lost all respect for Pharaoh
and decided to deal with him ag a common ecriminal.
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The rulers in Egypt were doing their utmost to per-
suade Pharaoh to allow the Israelites to be taken out
of Egypt. Anything to stop these miserable plagues!
Once more Pharaoh proposed a compromise. Would
Moses be willing to allow just the men to go? Without
an instant of hesitation, Moses gave his answer, an
immediate “No.” The Egyptian court was astounded,
Never had it heard the throne addressed as this man
Moses spoke. Moses made no attempt to conceal his
disrespect.

Soon an east wind came in powerful blasts like
a hurricane of death, bearing on its bosom literally
millions of locusts. Once more Pharaoh was humbled.
He begged Moses to pray the locusts away. Moses
prayed and a west wind was turned loose to blow the
locusts into the Red Sea and Egypt was spargd. And,
as before, the monarch refused to grant liberty to
Israel.

Darkness settled down like a thick curtain for
three days. Pharaoh offered another proposition which

Moses rejected. In a fit of rage Pharaoh told Moses to-

leave his presence and declared he would kill him if he
ever returned. Moses answered: “Thou hast spoken
well, I will see thy face no more.”

These had been months of agony, but the worst
blow to be delivered against Egypt was yet to come.
In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews we read: “By faith
Moses kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood;
lest he that destroyed the first-born should touch
them.” The first-born of Egypt was destroyed by the
death angel this tragic night.

This was a memorable occasion in the history of
the human race. It came in early spring, a time when
the full silver moon shed her soft beams over the land.
The moonbeams played gently upon the majestic wa-
ters of the Nile. All was silent. ‘Someone puts it this
way: “The silence was broken only by the hoot of the
owl, the scream of the bittern, the plunge of the mon-
ster in the water, ot the cry of the jackal on the
plains.”
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The stillness was broken suddenly by a piercing
scream of anguish, as mothers rushed out to tell of the
visit of the angel of death. ‘At midnight the Lord
smote all the first-born in the land of Egypt. ... There
was a great cry in Egypt.” It was a bitter night, put
could this experience counter-balance the wrongs that
Israel had suffered at Egyptian hands during more
than four hundred years of bondage?

Pharaoh did not wait until morning to communi-
cate with Moses and Aaron. He: “Rose up in the night
. . . and said, Rise up and get you forth from among
my people, both ye and the Children of Israel; and go,
serve the Lord, as ye have said. Also take your flocks
. .. and be gone.”

Moses, directed by the Lord, had instructed each
family in Goshen to take a lamb, a firstborn of the
flock, without blemish, kill it and put the blood in a
basin. Then they were told to dip a bunch of hyssop
in.the blood and put it over, and at the sides, of their
doors. They were then to fix the slain lamb on a
stick in the form of a cross, roast it, and eat it in haste
with bitter herbs. While doing this they were to be
fully clothed ready for flight.

In the twelfth chapter of Exodus we read: “Take
every man a lamb. .without blemish, a male. .. take
of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on
the upper doorpost of the house .. eat the flesh in that
night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with
bitter herbs. . . thus shall ye eat it; with your loins
girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your
hand; and ye shall eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s
passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt
this night, and will smite all the first-born. . . and
when I see the blood, I will pass over you . . . and this
shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep
it a feast to the Lord throughout your generation.”

This marks the origin of the Jewish Passover
service which Hebrews have observed the world over
during these many centuries that have intervened.
Jews throughout the earth observe the Passover in
April of every year.

Chigpe

At midnight the Lord permitted death to visit
every Egyptian household and claim the first born.
But the Israelites’ homes, where the blood had been
applied, were spared. The first born were saved_ be-
cause the blood of the innocent lamb had been spilled
in their stead. The blood dripping from above the
door, down to the door-base and on both sides, gives a
picture of the blood that flowed from the thorn
crowned head, the nail pierced hands and feet, of the
Lamb of God slain on the cross of Calvary many years
later.

During the time that Rome ruled the world she
invented this horrible instrument of death, the cross.
It was selected so as to produce the most unspeakable
torture and to delay the suffering as long as possible.
One writer says: “The hands of the victim were
stretched wide apart and nailed upon the cross bar at
the top of the beam; the feet were then crossed, a
heavy spike driven through and fastened to the beam,
and thus the weight of the viectim hung upon these
cruel nails; the wounds being in the extremity of the
body were of a character that but little blood flowed
from them. The vietim did not bleed to death, but
hung there in agony beyond words to describe, the
object of ridicule and mockery of the heartless mob.

“There are times when every Christian should
meditate upon this tragic event, when our Christ bore
our sins upon this torturing instrument of death. The
sinless Christ hung and died there that we sinners
might have forgiveness and the blessing of everlasting
life, peace and joy with Him in a world where sin and
SOTTOW can never come.”

George Bennard has set beautiful music to the
message of the cross:

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,

The emblem of suffering and shame,

And I love that old cross where the dearest and
best

For a world of lost sinners was slain.

There was one safe place, that eventful spring
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night, and that place was under the blood of the Pass-
over lamb,—the blood dripping from the upper door-
post and the two side-posts, in the form of a cross.
There is one safe place for us today, and that place is
under the blood of God’s Lamb, of which the Exodus
Passover was but a type.

As the Passover service broke the Egyptian bond-
age, so also, the blood of Jesus Christ breaks the
bondage of human sin and guilt.

As indicated previously, Jews everywhere observe
the Passover in April of each year. This is a very
important matter to Christians. The Passover was the
beginning of the Christian communion service. Jesus
observed a regular orthodox Passover the last thing

before He went to the cross. Take careful note of the-

marvelous typology of the Jewish Passover as it is
related to Christian doctrine, faith and experience.

Special instructions were given as to how the feast
was to be eaten. The whole family was to be present.
The men were to have their loins girded and they were
to have their staffs in their hands, prepared for the
journey. The women and children were to be ready
for the trip. All were to have sandals on their feet.
The meal was to be eaten in haste. Everyone of the
two and one half million Israelites were to be prepared
for the journey out of Egypt, and the whole nation
was to listen carefully for the first mighty blast of
the trumpet.

The modern Passover service beging in Jewish
homes at sundown and continues until midnight. On
the table there are flaming candles, unleavened bread,
bitter herbs, a dish of salt water, a grated apple, wine,
an egg, and the shank-bone of a lamb.

The bitter herbs and the unleavened bread are true
to the Exodus instruction, but the other items have
been added by the Rabbis. It was to be noted also
that most emphasis was laid upon the lamb in Exodus,
’?‘IX];,I‘I?EAY NO LAMB IS USED AT THE PASSOVER

Jehovah said to use bitter herbs, unleavened bread
and the roasted lamb.
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Today, the Jews use bitter herbs, which usually
consists of horseradish.

Today, the Jews have three loaves of unleavened
bread at their Passover tables. Here is a type of the
Trinity, but they do not know it. The middle loaf is
dedicated to the High Priest in their service. It is
this loaf that is broken and each member of the family
is compelled to eat a portion. Here is the broken body
of Christ (the High Priest), but they do not know it.

Today, the Jews have salt water on the table, and
this reminds them of the tears shed by their fathers
in the brick-fields.

Today, the Jews have grated apple on the table,
which turns the color of brick after it stands for a
while.

Today, the Jews have wine on the table, and it
was of this that Jesus sipped just before He went to
the cross; it was a type of His blood, and from this
we get the wine at our Christian communion tables.

Today, the Jews have an egg on the table, which
is to them a type of resurrection, since there is life,
potentially, in the egg.

Today, the Jews have a shank-bone on the table,
which reminds them that “with a strong arm God de-
livered them out of Egypt”

No Rabbi attempts to explain why no lamb is
eaten at the Passover table today, but this was the
most important item of all in the Exodus instruction.
There is no record that a lamb has ever been used at
a Passover table since Jesus observed the service with
His disciples. He fulfilled the type, as God’s Passover
Lamb, “slain from the foundation of the world,” and
there is no record of a lamb having since been used.

Today, the Jews have one empty chair at the table,
reserved for the “coming one”’—the Messiah. A cup
of wine is placed by the empty chair at the table which
no one drinks, and the wine is emptied when the service
closes at midnight. It was this empty chair which
Jesus occupied as He conducted service for His diseciples
before He went to Calvary.
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Two and one half million Israelites observed the
first Passover service, and were then organized into
great columns for the eventful march out of Egypt.
There was fire in every eye and elasticity in every step;
courage in every soul, and every heart was dancing
with divine laughter; every tongue had a song. Good-
bye Goshen!

How marvelous were the dealings of God with an-
cient Israel! What a tragedy that this people should
have stoned the prophets, rejected the truth and in-
stigated the great conspiracy that resulted in the
crucifixion of the Son of God! The present hour finds
them in spiritual darkness and this, their last great
apostasy, will not end until they give the world its last
dictator, the personage who is known to students of
the prophetic Word as the Beast, the Antichrist.

It has been correctly explained that today there
are three kinds of Jews—the Orthodox, Reformed, and
Apostate.

The first group represents the old fashioned pious
type who still look forward to the coming of Messiah.
The second group includes the heretics who are about
the same to Jewry as Modernists are to Christianity.
The third group take in the dangerous criminals against
society ; they are the radical Socialists, the Communist
leaders who are plotting the destruction of Gentile
governments, Christianity and ecivilization; they are
the real “Christ-haters.”

We receive by a knowledge of God’s dealings with
ancient Israel, a clearer understanding of what Jesus
Christ did for us. By accepting His blood sacrifice
as personally for us we will love to sing:

When Israel out of bondage came, a sea before them

lay,

The Lord reached down his mighty hand, and rolled
the sea away.

Then forward still, 'Tis Jehovah’s will, though the
billows dash and spray;

With a conquering tread we will push ahead, He’ll
roll the sea away.”

At Mount Sinai

THE LORD God from the top of Sinai, which was

covered with a thick cloud, proclaimed the Law that
the people brought upon themselves by their quibbling
human shortcomings. Amidst flashing lightning,
thunder, and much smoke, a voice as of a trumpet
became so loud that the Mount seemed to quiver and
quake as the Ten Commandments were given from God
to man.

Like lengthened temple towers, the lofty precipi-
tous mountains of red sandstone and beautiful granite,
stand high in the region of Sinai to puncture the
clouds and fill the camp of Israel with awe and adora-
tion. The rugged mountain outline could not fail to
remind one of the majestic corridors of some vast
temple. The pillar of cloud above their heads like a
temple canopy, seemed at this time, to be leading them
into a great out-of-doors place of worship where they
were soon to experience a revelation from the Most
High. Moses directed the stately march.

Awful silence, empty desolation, wild open space,
lofty peaks, desert sands, jagged rocks— this was all
there was to welecome the approaching army, but an
atmosphere of expectancy existed throughout the
camp. Somehow all Israel knew that some great dra-
matic event was about to take place which would
influence the history of the world.

This location was the spot which Jehovah selected
for unveiling the Law and the Ten Commandments.
The camp of Israel remained at the base of Mount
Sinai for several weeks, while the drooping -cloud
which always guided them, hid the upmost peaks from
their view. Such was the scene chosen for the giving
of the Law.

Exodus 19:9-11, “And the Lord said unto Moses,
Lo, T come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people
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may hear when I speak with thee, and believe thee
forever. And Moses told the words of the people unto
the Lord. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto
the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow,
and let them wash their clothes, And be ready against
the third day: for the third day the Lord will come
down in the sight of all the people upon Mount Sinai.”

For a moment, let us look at the world as it was
when Moses appeared on the secenes. At the time of the
Exodus from Egypt the human race was in the grip
of idolatry. This is the way of the world. A man
must have his idols. He has them today. He worships
his idols more than he does his Maker.

The majesty of God was revealed suddenly in the
outburst of thunder and lightning. Fire played from
peak to peak and many mysterious voices were heard.
Dazzling lightning pierced the piteh darkness while
clapping thunder broke the desert silence. Later there
was a long trumpet blast, swelling louder and louder
until the hills echoed long and loud. The sound
gradually wasted away like a monster pipe-organ with
dying tones dwindling off in the distance. Smoke and
flame, like some gigantic belching furnace leaped from
the top of the mountain resembling an exploding vol-
cano, while an earthquake shook it to the foundations.
Moses had warned the people that if any man or beast
touched the mountain they would die. He also warned
the people that they should not even gaze on the
bright light that surrounded the mountain’s peak.

Moses alone was called to the top, beecause of the
purity of his heart and the uprightness of his char-
acter. “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall
see God.” ‘“Moses went up unto God.”—Exodus 19:3.
He received and he gave. This is the way of soul
growth; receive from God in blessing and give to the
world in service. “Moses went down from the Mount
unto the people.”—Exodus 19:14.

The ten words (Commandments) of the Law were
spoken. Once more Moses ascended to the top and this
time Joshua and the elders were permitted to accom-
pany him a part of the way.

u‘ﬂn'
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o e}llle remain_ed forty Jccla;is and forty nights and this
me nhe was given exact plans for the erecti )
Tabernacle of the Wilderrﬁess. e o
3 T}}e sixth j:imq Moses returned to the Mount we
find him pleading in behalf of his people. How ear-
nestly! In ’Exodus 32:32 he even offers to be blotted
out of God’s book of life if necessary, if only the
Children of Israel can be spared and their sin atoned.
He loved his people deeply. 5

Foz_' the seventh time, we find him climbing the
mountain and this time he is carrying two tablets
of stone. Again he descends to the people, and this
time with a shining face. He had been with God; his
countenance was therefore illuminated. He was never
the same Moses again. Henceforth, he was to be
clothed with a supernatural grace, and even a greater
beauty of life and character. For him, his Mount
experience meant glorious spiritual vietory. Thank
God for the Mount of illumination where we may go
and pray and commune with God.

We read that the face of Moses was lighted with
the glory of God. It was a “glow-ry.” Moses,
however, was not conscious of his own beauty. That
is the way with true Christian beauty. We read:

Moses wist not that his face shone.” - He was glorious
to all eyes except his own.

Moses knew God. Moses talked with God. Moses
communed with God. Think of it,—there was nothing
between Moses and his Lord. No secret sin  kept
Mo&_*,es away from God. No impure thoughts, no base
desires, no wicked impulses, no greed. Through him,
God could give divine revelation to the world.

True Christian excellence is as unconscious as the
beauty of Moses. Whenever Christian beauty and
grace become self-conscious, its charm is lost. Beware
cf the one who talks about his own goodness. The

man whq boasts of his shining face is usually a
counterfeit.

To be really Christ-like is to be selfless. “Moges

wist not.” The true Christian realizes that any virtue
which he may possess is not something of himself,
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it i ift from God through grace. He realizes
}gl?gtliulesig gnly the channel, the avenue, the medélllm%
of expression which God is using. He realizes t_a
the virtue is not in himself,_ but that true Chris 1;}:}11
virtue is in the Spirit of Christ \_vvhlch lives and works
and moves and shines through him. i

The great moral code given at Sinai became not
only the basis of the dispensation of Law, not only the
legal foundation of ancient Israel, but it also becamg
the basis of all subsequent law and jurisprudence an
stands today an infallible Gitk"raltf}f 1fo]:x)' glggdaggﬁﬁx‘;g-

. Any individual or nation that bui -
gﬁ; of lifi out of harmony with the Ten Command-
ments will suffer sooner or later.

To Exodus 20:3-17 we turn for the Ten Com-
mandments :

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any I(i)ll{leness of anything that is in heaven above
or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: e e W

“Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,
serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a Jeal(gﬁs
God, visiting the iniquity of the father's uponh e
chiléren unto the third and fourth generation of them
that hate me; :

“And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments. it

e halt not take the name of the Lor v
God igh\?zﬁns; iz'lor the Lord yvill not hold him guiltless
that taketh his name in vain. ;

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

i the Lord

“But the seventh day is the sabbath of
thy GBOE: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor

thy
nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor
glgid%ggf'vant, ngr thy cattle, nor thy stranger that

is within thy gates: o b
# in six days the Lord made heaven and e ;
the seﬂ?gﬁﬁ all that in them is, and rested the seventh

e iy U

day: wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it.

“Honour thy father and thy mother; that thy
days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy
God giveth thee.

“Thou shalt not kill.

“Thou shalt not commit adultery.
“Thou shalt not steal.

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy
neighbor.

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou
shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his man-
servant, nor his maidservant, nor his oX, nor his ass,
nor anything that is thy neighbor’s.”

While Moses was gone up into the Mount to
receive Law, the people broke the first commandment
by making a golden calf, Apis, and worshipping it.
They had such an empty feeling within themselves
because they had failed God that they set up this
golden idol to satisfy the inevitable urge toward
worship.

When Moses came down and saw what the people
were doing he was filled with such righteous indig-
nation that he threw the tables of stone to the ground,
breaking them. This was as a testimony that in
breaking the first commandment they were guilty of
having broken the whole law, for it is written: “Whoso
ever shall keep the whole law and yet offend in one
point, he is guilty of all.”

Moses did not take up the broken law and bid
the people keep it. He saw the people could not keep
the Law and knowing that they needed Atonement,
he returned to the Mount to make intercession before
the Lord for his people.

It has been remarked that Moses offered to give
his life for his people as an Atonement for their sins.
God could not accept him for Moses was not the Lamb
without blemish. The Lord gave Moses the law
written on other tables of stone and ordered that they
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were to be in the keeping of Aaron, who was to be
made the High Priest.

It was under these circumstances that the
Tabernacle in the Wilderness was built and set up,
that the Lord might dwell in the midst of his people,
keeping them from the condemnation of their own
inevitable failure.

Moses asked for those who were on the Lord’s
side to come to him. The sons of Levi came, and by
Moses’ command they slew three thousand idolaters.
There were good Jews and bad Jews in the time of
Moses the same as there are today. God could not
dwell in the midst of sinful people except through a
blood atonement. It is written: “Without shedding of
blood is no remission.” Neither could a sinner ap-
proach God except by blood sacrifice.

Moses was instructed to institute Aaron, his
brother, in the position of High Priest, and his sons
were appointed to help him. The Israelites were to
bring a sacrifice to the priest. These sacrifices were
to be the firstlings of their flocks.

When an Israelite brought a sacrifice to offer, he
was testifying that he had sinned and was worthy of
death but he continued to live because of the victim
slain in his stead.

Continued repetition of such offerings proved that
the blood of these many sacrifices did not do away
with sin. They only pointed to the coming of a
“finished work” which would later be able to break
the bonds of sin and guilt. This was a prophecy and
a promise, of the Lamb that would be found, Whose
shed blood would offer eternal salvation to all who
would acknowledge Him as their Vicarious Sacrifice.

Jesus Christ was the “Lamb of God, slain from
the foundation of the world.” His blood was shed for
the remission of your sin and mine. We will do well
to meditate upon the following Scriptures:

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also
the law: for sin is the tramsgression of the law.”
1 John 3:4. “Blotting out the handwriting of ordi-

nances that was against us, which was econtrary to us,
and took it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.”
Colossians 2:14, “For the law of the spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death.” Romans 8:2.

Manna in the Wilderness

(U AND the Lord went before them by day in a pillar
: of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night
in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day
and night.” Exodus 18:21.

In this way the Lord led them across the Red
Sea, through the wilderness, and to Mount Sinai.
lsrae!, freed from bondage, was on her way to the
promised land. The people were soon complaining and
failing in obedience to Moses whom God appointed to
lead them.

The peninsula of Sinai, on which Israel was
camped and which was to be for forty years a school-
ing to them, is one of the wildest, grandest, barest
spots in the world. It has been called: “a tangled
maze of mountains, piled in inextricable confusion.”
Stretched out between the Red Sea and the mighty
citadels of rock there is a level gravel plain; and as
one begins to climb, one sees the rugged, jagged
outline standing out against floating clouds and the
blue-purple background.

Brilliant sandstone, purple granite, grey hills!
The first weeks of the wanderings were spent along
the shores of the Red Sea, on the sandy plain. One
wrltgr assures us that: “Nearly everywhere, there is
a thin, it might almost be said a transparent, coating
of vegetation.” No doubt there were in those days
Arab descendants of Ishmael to be seen here and there,
feeding their flocks. In Psalms 65:12, David speaks
of “pastures of the wilderness.”

No doubt Israel’s mind was in a whirl. The change
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was so sudden and the contrast so great! How unlike
Eg_-ypt ‘and Goshen was this new land of Sinai! No
brick-fields! No Egyptian gaity, festivals, pagan
temples, pyramids, no sphinx, pageant, song, dance,
frolic or feast! Sinai was quiet, composed ; Egypt was
nervous, moving, rapid, and tense.

God has a way of working “all things” together
for the good of those over whom He is watching.
Thmgs may seem to go wrong for a time, our en-
vironment may seem upset, pain may fill the heart
and anguish the soul, tears may glisten down cheeks,
bu_t _1f you are given unreservedly to Him, unseen
spiritual forces will work in your life that will produce
a deep sense of peace in the soul. If things go wrong,
you are just going to school, that’s all. Israel attended
the University of Sinai forty years. Dwarfed spirits
some1 times need desert experiences to build soul
musecles.

. “Then the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, I will
rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall

%g Zut and gather a certain rate every day.” Exodus

First there came a visitation of quail. We read:
“Quails came up, and covered the camp.”

: Next came an act of grace which is full of mean-
ing because of its wealth of typology pointing ahead
to t_he coming of the true Bread of Life, which is
Christ. “And when the dew that lay was gone up,
behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a
small round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the
ground. And when the children of Israel saw it, they
said one to another, It is manna.” Exodus 16:14,15.

We can imagine Moses smiling broadly, kindly,
sympathetically, as he says: “This is the bread which
the Lord hath given you to eat.”

The face of the desert must have been beautiful
when covered with manna. This food was a type of
the Christ Who came to make the desert of human
nature beautiful.

Moses gave instructions that none of the manna
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was to be held over until the next day. Notwithstand-
ing the instructions, some of the Children of Israel in
their selfishness and limited faith, tried to put away
supplies in vessels, fearing that at some future time
they might run out of food again. They were afraid
to trust God. During the night, the stolen manna
began to breed worms, and a terrible odor ascended
from Israel’s black tents the next day.

But early the next morning there was another
fresh supply of the same wonderful substance which
looked so much like frost erystals that it painted the
face of the desert white. Again the Children ‘of Israel
were supplied with manna and their needs were met
for the new day.

The spiritual experience of some people is like that
day-old manna must have been. They are living in
the past. You have heard them repeat in prayer-
meeting the same testimony that they have been giving
for the last twenty years, and you know exactly what
they are going to say before they start. Their manna
is stale. God has a fresh, new, wonderful experience
tor us every day that we live. Yesterday is gone; look
at tomorrow; it holds a challenge and a blessing for
you.

We will never know what manna was made of.
The Children of Israel, while in Egyptian bondage, in
the five hundred years gone by, had feasted on flesh
pots, garlic and highly seasoned foods. As common
slaves they had eaten polluted flesh. Their diet during
their bondage had been wretched and poisonous.
Their stomachs were no doubt in bad condition. Their
physical vitality was low. Physically, they were unfit
for desert travels. Their flesh was weak. Their blood
was impure. They were full of those diseases which
characterized ancient Egypt. Exodus 15:26 refers to
Egypt’s miserable sicknesses. Sin breeds disease.

This nourishing substance was probably the most
perfect form of diet the world has ever known. I
believe it was needed to build brain and muscle, pure
blood, bone tissue, and solid flesh, It was no doubt a
substance that produced physical strength and vigor.
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It was necessary for God to thus feed the Children of
Israel for forty years.

What is even more important is the fact that this
wonderful, sweet delicious gift from God was only a
type of the supernatural Manna which was to come
later. Israel’s manna tasted like “Wafers made with
honey.” It was a type of Christ. Turn to John 6:81-41,
“Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is
written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. Then
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my
Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For
the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven
and giveth life unto the world. Then said they unto
him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. And Jesus
said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh
to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst. But I said unto you, That ye also
have seen me, and believe not. All that the Father
giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to
me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from
heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him
that sent me. And this is the Father’s will which hath
sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last
day. And this is the will of him that sent me, that
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him,
may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at
the last day. The Jews then murmured at him, be-
ﬁause he said, I am the bread which came down from

eaven.”

“I am the bread of life.”
“I am the bread which came down from heaven.”
Christians everywhere pray: “Give us this day our

daily bread.” It is marvelous to learn to feast upon
the living presence of Christ.

The Lord told His disciples: ‘“Except ye eat the
flesh of the Son of man and drink His blood, ye have
no life in you.” This was a hard saying for His fol-
lowers and a great multitude turned away and left
Him. Jesus was referring to spiritual manna but their
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carnal minds would not- permit them to understand.
Like the Children of Israel, they could not grasp
gpiritual truth. They thought He wanted them to
become cannibals.

The Tabernacle

ONE of the sweetest most revealing pictures of truth

contained in the Bible is uncovered by an under-
standing of the Tabernacle of the Wilderness and the
Tabernacle Priesthood described in detail in the book
of Exodus, chapters 25 through 31.

The Tabernacle in the Wilderness in its many
details of construction was the official dwelling place
of God in Israel, but symbolically it is a picture of
Christ and a pattern of God’s eternal dwelling place.
“And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell
among them.”

In the types, the figures, and the symbols of th,e
Tabernacle we may behold the wonder of our Lord’s
divine Person, His perfect work, and His coming glory.

“And look that thou make them after their pat-
tern, which was shewed thee in the mount.” Exodus

25 :40.

Moses was admonished of God when he was about
to make the tabernacle: for, “See, saith he, that thou
make all things according to the pattern showed thee
in the mount.” Hebrews 8:5.

On one of his trips to the top of the mountain
Moses was given instructions and details as to how
to build this wonderful desert structure. Moses
brought his mountain-top revelation down the moun-
tain side and into the valley. We may all learn some-
thing important here. When things just will not seem
to go right; when you try and try, and yet you find
yourself down in the valley in spite of your best efforts,
it is a good thing to go back in your thinking, cast
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anchor again in hope, and pull your mountain ex-
perience down into the valley with you. Moses did!

Nothing was overlooked in preparing the pattern.
Moses was given the blue-print in the Mount and was
careful to follow the specifications. The Lord uses
whatever channel that may be at His disposal in re-
vealing Himself to the consciousness of the believer.
Moses was familiar with Egyptian architecture. In
his mind there was embedded pictures of buildings
seen in years gone by, back in far off Egypt. God,
therefore, takes Egyptian architecture and builds into
it a wealth of symbolism and many spiritual lessons.

Moses got nothing from Babylon—not even the
Ten Commandments as some misguided Modernist
preachers say. When it comes to the Tabernacle we
find that the foundation of its architecture is Egyp-
tian, and not Babylonian.

The Egyptian home was threefold, (1) an open
court in the front, (2) a semi-private place to which
friends might be admitted and, (3) an innermost center
for only members of the family. This was the way
the Tabernacle was constructed; an outer area, an in-
ner sanctuary, and an innermost “Holy of Holies.”
Here also is a type of man’s threefold nature:

Outer: Body
Inner: Soul
Innermost: Spirit

Paul said: “I pray God your whole spirit and soul
:a.nd3 body be preserved blameless.” 1 Thessalonians
B2

The primary purpose of the Tabernacle was to re-
veal Christ. The theme of the Tabernacle was Christ.
The message of the Tabernacle was Christ. In it we
find Christ unveiling Himself in types, ceremonies and
symbols. As one studies this desert structure his un-
derstanding of the Redeemer becomes clearer and his
conception of Christ’s greatness is wonderfully broad-
ened. In it we have a picture of God’s whole plan of
redemption for a sin-cursed world. The typical teach-
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ing presented here shows us the undoing of Satan and
the redemptive scheme of our Lord and Master.

We will presently make a trip through. the Taber-
nacle from the outer court, through the inner court
into the “Holy of Holies,” examine ea_ch article of wor-
ship, study its construction, observe its excellence and
learn several spiritual lessons. i "

Two men who figured prominently in the construc-
tion of the Ta.berna,clge were Bezaleel and Aholiab. Read
the fine things Moses said about them in Exodus 35:
30-35. !

No barbaric structure of erude workmanship was
this building. It was a structure of exquisite beauty
and richness. Would we understand its construction?
Would we ask what kind of curious oriental workman-
ship was embodied there? These two master workmen
came out of Egypt with Moses. .

Who has not heard of “the lost arts”? Jeremiah
wrote about: “Signs and wonders in the land of Egypt.”
Who built the pyramids and how? Who made the
Sphinx, and why? What we want to know then is:
What did Bezaleel know? As for Aholiab, he was only
an assistant in Bezaleel’s workshop. He was a helper
in the same department. The museums of the world
and the great collections of antiquities tell some of the
story. The museum at Cairo, Egypt holds many
secrets.

Efficient workmanship is necessary to produce the
kind of artistic equipment which the Tabernacle hous-
ed. Numbers 4:14, “Even the censers, the fleshhooks,
and the shovels, and the basons, all the vessels.of the
altar; and they shall spread upon it a covering of
badgers’ skins, and put to the staves of it.”

The modern kitchen equipment of pans, kettles
and skillets is no comparison to the bqauty of work-
manship and ornamentation of olden times. Modern
instruments are made for utility ; in ancient times they
were made for beauty. We are informed that the
Cairo museum holds, for instance, a silver p_1tcher, bgau-
tifully ornamented with a golden band of hieroglyphics ;
the pitcher’s handle is made in the form of a goat try-
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ing to climb into the pitcher. Egypt’s ancient silver-
smiths knew how to do many things that the modern
worker in silver would like to know.

God alone knows the answer to the many secrets
of the universe. He knows the how and the why of
everything.

Because of sin, Israel became captive in Egypt
Such bondage forced real arts of expegt Workmar%glﬁp
upon this people. In the plan of God such knowledge
was necessary for the construction of the Tabernacle.

From a reading of the writings of Josephus and
other authenti_c historic documents we learg that a
Godly people with much wisdom and power at one time
entered Egypt and ruled for a time. Their authority
to_r rulership was unquestioned for they were endued
with supernatural wisdom from an unknown source.
They were called Hyksos Kings and were presumably
shepherds from the land of Ur of Chaldees. They
were men with great scientific knowledge and under-
standing.

_ We can not here go into a detailed study of these
thmgs but we are convinced that God had made great
wisdom available for the working out of His purposes.
We know definitely that many details of construction
for the Tabernacle were conceived in God’s own heart,
for were they not according to the pattern of eternal
things.

. The Tabernacle contained work of beaten gold and
this is a rare scientific delicacy. “And thou shalt make
two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make
them, in the two ends of the mercy seat.” Exodus
25:18. And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure
gold; of beaten work shall the candlestick be made;
h}s shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knobs, a;nd’
his flowers, shall be of the same.” Exodus 25:31.

We are also told of a golden coffin found in ancient
Egypt W}:llph 1s now restored in the Cairo museum.
Its five visible sides are not covered with thin sheets
of gold as we know gold plates, but it contains great
solid plates of beaten gold. Egyptians also knew how
to cut such plates of gold into thin, delicate wires to
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be woven into garments of blue, purple, scarlet and
white.

Egypt was justly proud of her “fine linen.” She
not only knew how to make it; she knew how to pre-
serve it. In the golden coffin referred to above there
may be seen a sample of ancient “fine white linen,”
used as mummy cloth. Forty-eight times in Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, Moses refers
to the choice linen of the Tabernacle. No modern loom
ever produced finer linen than these old Egyptians
made. Bezaleel knew these secrets. He was therefore
a valuable helper to Moses.

“Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with
ten curtains of fine twined linen, and with blue, and
purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work
shalt thou make them.” Exodus 26:1. “And blue,
and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and.goats’ hair.”
Exodus 25:4. “And thou shalt embroider the coat of
fine linen, and thou shalt make the mitre of fine linen,
and thou shalt make the girdle of needlework.” Exodus
28:39.

One writer says: ‘“But the most wonderful work
which Bezaleel is represented as making for the Taber-
nacle was certainly the jewelry of the MHigh Priest.
The display of jewelry in the museum at Cairo is
dazzling in its brilliance. No goldsmith or lapidist in
the world today can do such work. The breastplate
of the High Priest was an adaptation of the Egyptian
pectoral breastplate, so often found in the royal tombs.
The workmanship of these pectorals defies all the
artists of the world today. Itis so delicate in character
that it cannot be clearly seen, much less critically
examined, without the aid of a good magnifying glass.
No such glass has been found in ancient Egypt, and the
way in which the artist worked is a mystery. The
small figures of birds not over an inch and a half in
expanse of wing have feathers worked out separ-
ately in gold filigree work inset with gems.”

Knowing of the art and skill which Bezaleel pos-
sessed, we get an exalted idea of the sublime, physical
beauty of the Tabernacle.
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The 38th chapter of Exodus gives a description
of the gold, silver and brass used in the structure. The
estimated value in American money is given below.

Gold: 29 talents, 730 sheckels, or $ 843,939.50
Brass: 70 talents, 2,400 sheckels, or 68,740.00
Silver: 100 talents, 1,775 sheckels, or  195,542.50

Total value of metals: $1,108,222.00

It has been calculated that 2,84714 square yards of
Linen,
Goat hair curtain,
Ram’s skin curtain, and
Badger skin curtain, material was used.

The following articles comprised the interior equip-
ment of the tabernacle:

Brazen Altar
Brazen Laver
Golden Candlestick
Table of Shewbread
Altar of Incense
Shekinah Fire

Holy of Holies.

The following materials were used in the construc-
tion of the Tabernacle: i

Gold

Silver

Brass

Wood

Linen

Goat’s Hair Curtain
Ram’s Hair Curtain

Badger Skin Curtain
o The following colors were to be seen in the Taber-
nacle:
White

B |

b

A T,

Blue
Red

Purple

The 35th and 36th chapters of Exodus explain
how the enormous quantities of material needed for
the structure were provided. Incidentally, it should
be remarked that God sets forth on this occasion the
method by which His work should be financed. The
Bible gives a perfectly worked out system for financing
the Gospel program. Everybody, throughout the entire
camp, was told to bring something. They did so.
Nobody shirked. Everybody brought something and
when Moses got it all together he had more than he
needed to complete the building. There were no oyster
stew parties, parish dances, or rummage sales.

Here we have a real picture of hilarious giving.
Everybody gave something; everybody shared the bur-
den and everybody shared the blessing. It is not the
Scriptural plan for a few wealthy people to underwrite
the expenses connected with the work of the Lord. The
Bible plan is to share the burden over a wide number
of consecrated givers. Finally, Moses had to pass out
word to the people and tell them to quit giving. They
followed God’s plan of giving and therefore had too
much.

“For the stuff they had was sufficient for all the
work to make it, and too much.” Exodus 36:7.

Many tents of the twelve tribes of Israel nestled at
the foot of Mount Sinai. They were pitched round
about the oblong Tabernacle which was thirty cubits
in length, ten cubits wide, and ten cubits high. Sur-
rounding the Taberhacle was a linen fence supported
by sixty pillars of wood with silver tops and sockets
of brass. This fence enclosed and constituted the
“Court” of the Tabernacle.

The Tabernacle was covered with badger skins,
which are ugly in color or perhaps ean be better de-
scribed as having no color at all. The general effect
upon the passer-by would be that the Tabernacle had
no beauty. It would have held no attraction for an
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outsider.

In this, it was like unto Jesus when He hung on
the accursed tree. His body was pierced. Blood stains
intermingled with sweat, vinegar, and gall, streaked
his body. Agony of soul and physical torture took
from Him any semblance of a man. He had no beauty
to look upon. The twenty-second Psalm describes Him
as not even looking like a man. Sin made Him thus,
for our iniquity was laid upon Him. He became sin
for you and me. And when sin covered the Son of God,
He tasted of death. That death was a momentary
separation from His father, for God is so holy that He
can not look upon sin, or have anything to do with
it. Therefore, when Christ became sin for us, God, as
it were, looked away from Him.

Darkness passed between the only begotten Son
and the eternal Father. It was at this moment that
Jesus cried: “My God, My God, Why hast Thou for-
saken me,” and the very earth was shaken. We are
reminded of the Scripture, Genesis 1:2, which reads:
“And the earth was (became) without form, and void;
and darkness was upon the face of the deep.” Cer-
tainly Jesus became “without form and void” and dark-
ness hovered over Him because of sin. Like the out-
side of the Tabernacle, “there is no beauty, that we
should desire him.” Isaiah 53:2.

God had directed that the inner beauties of the
Tabernacle should be covered from the world, for have
not the secrets of God been hidden in Christ Jesus
since the foundation of the world?

All wooden parts of the Tabernacle were overlaid
with pure gold. Gold speaks of the deity and glory of
Christ. Silver represents redemption. The wood typi-
fies His humanity.

All supporting pillars rested in sockets of silver.
The linen curtains mean righteousness, and certainly
the Holy Place of God is fenced in by His righteousness
so that “no evil can come nigh thy dwelling.”

=

The Entrance

EFORE the Tabernacle was constructed, Israel had
a “tent of meeting.” The tent was situated out-
side the camp. “And it came to pass, that every one
which sought the Lord went out unto the tabernacle
of the congregation, which was without the camp.” —
Exodus 33:7. On one occasion Moses entered the tent
alone and “all the people saw the cloudy pillar stand at
the tabernacle door” and “the Lord spake unto Moses
face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend.” The
tent was placed outside of the mammoth camp in a
manner that all the people could view it. They stood
aghast on this occasion. No one was permitted to
enter the tent with Moses except “Joshua, the son of
Nun, a young man.” Moses loved Joshua dearly be-
cause he knew of the influence which this young man
would some day wield over the nation.

The “tent of meeting” was replaced by the Taber-
nacle,

The tent was outside the camp. The Tabernacle
was wn “the midst of the camp.” The Tabernacle dwell-
ing in Israel was a type of Christ dwelling among men.
First, in Old Testament time, He guarded over the
affairs of Israel through “the law and the prophets,”
and second, in fullness of time, He came virgin born,
conquered Satan and Hades, and “dwelt among us,”
“and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt (‘taberna-
cled’) among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace
and truth.”—John 1:14. He was first with us; now,
through His Spirit, He is in us, even as also the “tent
of meeting” was with Israel and the Tabernacle was
Israel.

The Levites were the keepers of the Tabernacle.
This was the sacred trust for which the sons of Levi

37—




Seadlf gy

were designated. Levi had three sons, Gershon, Kohath
and Meria, each of them becoming founders of tribal
families. The Gershonites, Kohathites and Merarites
cared for practically all of the belongings of the struc-
ture.” As the United States has its flag, “old glory,”
so also, each of Israel’s tribes had its standard which
it carried in marching from place to place over the
desert.

In marching, the tribe of Judah headed the pro-
cession bearing its standard, which was a lion. This
was the tribe from which both David came and Jesus,
on His human side, descended. Referring to the com-
ing Saviour, Hosea the prophet called Him the “Lion
of the house of Judah, the Root of David, hath pre-
vailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals
thereof.”

The first and last books of the Bible refer to Jesus
as the “Lion of the tribe of Judah.” When father
Jacob was laying the foundations of the great Israel-
itish nation, just preceeding his death, he “called unto
his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I
may tell you that which shall befall you in the last
days.”—Genesis 49:1. He outlines the future of each
and their tribal descendants.

‘When he comes to Judah he makes an important
announcement. He speaks of a peculiar blessing which
meant that Judah was in the blood-line between Eden
and the Manger. Jacob said: “Judah, thou art he whom
thy brethren shall praise. . Judah is a lion’s whelp:
from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he_ stooped,
down, he crouched as a lion, and as an old lion; who
shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall not depart from
Judah.”—Genesis 49:8-10.

‘“He stooped down.”
“An old lion.”

This refers to the embodiment of God in the flesh,
the incarnation of the Eternal Son, was the glorious
Stoop of the Godhead. “Old”—“Judah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in
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Israel ; whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlaslting.”--l\dicah 5:2.

In desert marching, the tribe of Judah, always
went ahead, as might be expected. Israel followed the
leadership of the tribe which was to produce the Lead-
er of the world.

A very important feature to know is that the outer
Court had but one entrance, one door. This teaches
a great truth for there are so many doctrines taught
concerning how to gain eternal life,

It is well for us to ponder upon the following Scrip-
tures in this connection: “Verily, verily, I say unto
you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheep-
fold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a
thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the
door is the shepherd of the sheep.” John 10:1. Also:
“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. “Neither is
there salvation in any other.” Acts 4:12. All of these
Scriptures confirm the truth which the Tabernacle
teaches, that there is only one Way of salvation.

As we pass through the entrance into the outer
Court we approach a place large enough to accom-
modate 2,000 standing worshippers; 50x100 cubits or
75x100 feet. The outer Court has no top: above is the
canopy of heaven,

The Altar

JUST inside the Court entrance was the Brazen Altar

of burnt offering. Here blood was spilt. There was
no way to get to the rear of the Tabernacle, into the
Holy of Holies, without passing the Altar. After the
fall of man in Eden, Adam and Eve made “coats of
skins” to provide a covering for their bodies. Animals
had to be killed, blood had to be spilt before the covering
could be provided. There is no covering for the shame
of our sin, there is no garment of righteousness avail-
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able, there is no entering of the Holy of Holies, there
is no reaching the Brazen Laver of purification, there
is no feasting on spiritual nourishment at the Table
of Shewbread, there is no Prayer at the Altar of In-
cense, there is no unbroken communion with God
EXCEPT BY WAY OF THE BLOOD SACRIFICE.

Exodus 40:6, “And thou shalt set the altar of the
burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of
the tent of the congregation.”

The Altar was an imposing figure, made of
Acacia wood, a great horn on each corner with a grate
or fireplace on the inside. The burnt offering was a
type of the work which Christ “finished” for us.
It is a picture of the innocent suffering for the guilty;
the just for the unjust. It is a picture of vicarious
suffering. It is a picture of Grace meeting the de-
mands of the Law. It is a picture of how we are saved,
not by what we do, but by what we accept. He must
die, or we must be judged according to the law. If
He dies for us, and we accept salvation as a free gift,
the penalty of the Law is paid and we are justified
by faith.

The burnt offering was a sweet savour offering
unto the Lord. Leviticus 1:9. When the people
entered the door of the Court, they brought their
offerings to be burnt upon the altar.

Our Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross and His
death thereon is declared to be a sweet savor offer-
ing. It is written: “Christ hath given himself for us
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling
savour.” Ephesians 5:2. This Brazen Altar was of
brass. Brass symbolizes judgment.

The Brazen Altar was made by men, at the com-
mand of Moses, given according to the pattern and
purpose of God shown him in the Mount.

At that time, it is calculated that in the camp
there were 603,550 males alone above 20 years of age;
this does not include women, children, young men and
young women. Suppose that everyone of the males
should come, bearing an animal for sacrifice just once
a month. Think what a large quantity of blood would
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The Brazen Altar.
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be spilt! If each brought just ome animal a/ month
annually ; this would be 7,242,000 a year. After exam-
ination was made of the animal at the Tabérnacle’s
door the priest declared it to be the carrier of the
sinner’s guilt; it was then slain and the blood was
sprinkled, the flesh being burned. If this arrangement
seems unpleasant and repulsive, remember it typifies
thedguilt of the sinner for whom Atonement was being
made.

The fire was never permitted to go out. Leviticus
6:13, “The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar;
it shall never go out.” This pictures to us the eternal
willingness of God to forgive.

The skin of the animal became the property of
the priest. The individual always brought a meat
and drink offering to the priest.

The Drink Offering portrays the Holy Spirit;
spiritual provision for the believer’s need.

The Meat Offering portrays physical provision;
healing for the bodily ills of the believer.

The Skin Offering portrays covering,—covering
for the sins of the worshipper; the word Atonement
actually means “a covering for sin.”

The cross of Christ was not merely a Roman
instrument for crucifixion made by men, it was the
divinely ordained Altar of sacrifice. We are reminded
of the time when the plague of serpents was upon
Israel and Moses lifted up a brazen serpent on a
wooden cross. If those bitten by the serpents looked
upon the uplifted serpent they were healed. Notice
that Moses’ serpent like the Brazen Altar, was brass,
a serpent receiving judgment.

The large serpent was capable of destroying the
the poison bites of all the little serpents combined.
So also Christ, on the Cross, was the One lifted up
from earth, Who could destroy all the poison of sin.
His blood flowed to the base of the Cross, thereby
fulfilling the type of the blood of Israel’'s sacrificed
animals flowing at the base of the Brazen Altar,

sl T

paying the price of redemption. Praise His Name!
Now we can sing:

He lifted me up, yes up, out of the miry clay.

He lifted me up, yes up, to walk the narrow way,

He lifted me up, yes up, I'm bound for heaven’s shore,
He lifted me up,. yes up, to live forever more.

The Place of Cleansing

THE Brazen Laver stood between the Brazen Altar

and the door to the Tabernacle. The Laver con-
tained water and was lined with mirrors donated by
the women. Here Aaron and his sons washed their
hands and feet before entering the Holy Place.

The mirror in Scripture is a symbol of the written
Word of God: “For if any be a hearer of the word,
and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and
goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what man-
ner of man he was.” James 1:23,24. “Christ also
loved the Church, and gave himself for it; That he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word.” Ephesians 5:25,26.

The Laver, where the washing took place typifies
regeneration. Hence the words of Titus: “He saved
us by the washing of regeneration.”

The Laver in the midst of Israel’s camp was pro-
claiming every day what Jesus said to Nicodemus:
“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.” John 3:5.
First the sinner sees himself hopelessly lost, mirrored
thus in the Word of God. Then he is saved by the
“washing of regeneration.”

The word Laver in the Hebrew means “like a
river.” .

Solomon appropriated much from the Tabernacle
when he built his temple. He had an article not unlike
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the Brazen Laver which he called the Brazen Sea. The
wise king was loyal to Tabernacle truth. The day
his temple was dedicated he sacrificed 22,000 oxen and
120,000 sheep.

Solomon’s Sea was ten cubits broad and was placed
on the backs of twelve oxen. These oxen stood to-
gether, three facing north, three looked south, three
east and three west. The molten Brass Sea was filled
with water; official worshippers were commanded to
wash hands and feet in the cleansing fluid. It is
evident that Solomon was following Moses’ pattern and
likely the twelve oxen were thought of as representing
the twelve tribes of Isracl. We see in this figure a
world outlook for evangelization, north, south, east,
west, because the oxen faced in all directions.

Coming back now to the Tabernacle: The Brazen
Laver was for washing purposes. Oriental worship-
pers coming to “Church” hot and wet with perspiration
would need such a cleansing place for sanitary pur-
poses, but the meaning of this strange phenomenon
reaches far beyond the mere physical aspect.

While the size of Solomon’s Brazen Sea is known,
the exact size of the Tabernacle Laver remains a mys-
tery. It may have been as large as Solomon’s and it
is possible that he knew something of its construction
which is lost to us today.

As the Christian communion table can be likened
unto the old Israelitish Passover, the Christian rite
of baptism is similarly duplicated in the Tabernacle
Laver,

The description of the Brazen Laver including
the reference to “the foot of it” would seem to indicate
a bowl or basin above, through which water flowed
in and out at “the foot of it.” Too bad we do not
know more of the details of the size, shape, and water
capacity of this interesting vessel! But it was some
sanitary arrangement that always kept a stream of
clean water flowing in which the worshipper could
observe the sacred ordinance, Water is a type of the
cleansing, sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit.
Washing is an outward symbol of an inner experience.
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Undoubtedly Jesus referred to the Laver-cleansing
power of the Holy Spirit where it is written: “Jesus
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him
come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me,
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living yater. (But this spake he of the Spirit,
which they that believe on him should receive; for the
Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus
was not yet glorified.)” John 7:37-39.

It is a sweet consciousness to be able to enter a
cleansing experience when it is needed. Notice, the
water in the Laver flowed constantly. There is no
stagnation in true spiritual living.

The Holy Place

AARON was appointed to the position of High Priest

by Moses. He was a figure of Christ. “Now of
the things which we have spoken this is the sum:
We have such an high priest, who is set at the right
hand of the throne of the majesty in the heaven.”
Hebrews 8:1.

There was really a Tabernacle within the Taber-
nacle. Beyond the outer Court was this inner Court;
it is called the “Holy Place.” The Golden Candlestick,
Table of Shewbread and the Altar of Incense were in
the Holy Place. The Ark of the Covenant was in the
Holy of Holies.

Let us notice how this interesting room, the
inner Court, of 30x10 cubits, in the Tabernacle area
was built. Again we find several priceless types. We
shall look first at the walls. The cubit measure given
here, stated in terms of feet would be 45x15 feet.

Notice particularly the Boards and their arrange--
ment on the sides. They were 15 feet high and 21/
feet wide. On the wilderness marches these Boards:
were carried from place to place and set up in a port-
able manner wherever camp was pitched. Josephus
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says they were about the thickness of four fingers,
perhaps three inches. They were also made of Acacia
wood overlaid, or completely covered with Gold. For
the first time we see Gold, but this beautiful and
precious metal was not to be seen until after we had
passed the blood sacrifice of the Altar of Burnt Of-
fering, and the cleansing of the Brazen Laver. What
a beautiful, glistening, blazing sight it must have been
to see the dazzling sunlight of the desert playing upon
these golden walls.

We have been studying about Acacia wood. It
represents the humanity of Christ. In the Altar of
Burnt Offering it was covered with Brass, represent-
ing the Sinless Man being judged for our sins, since
Brass means Judgment. But in the Holy Place we see
this wood over-laid with Gold, representing His Deity.
In the side walls we have a prophetic picture of the
perfect blending of the Humanity and the Deity of
Jesus Christ. No wonder a feeling of awe would come
over the Israelitish worshipper as he stood outside
the Holy Place, gazing upon this beautiful site, the
thing that he saw denoted the coming of the God-Man
into the world.

The deity typified in these walls, namely the com-
ing of God in the flesh, is the same deity that blends
into our mortal natures through supernatural regenera-
tion. Paul says: “Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.”
This is what the sweet-smelling Acacia wood did; it
“put on” the Gold of deity.

Through the new birth, it is deity that stoops low
to contact our natures. Paul again says: “Christ in
yvou the hope of glory.” Souls thus saved by super-
natural grace, come out of the first Adam and into
the Second Adam, they came out of the world and into
the Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit shed abroad in
human hearts, begotten in the core of human person-
alities, builds up that great host of believers called
the Church. The word Church actually means “the
called out ones.”

Now notice this: Though the Wall was composed
of many parts, many pieces of Acacia wood, it was
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so beautifully put together, and the workmen haa done
their work so well, and the Gold had been placed with
such extreme care, that the whole was completely
united in a perfect union. Josephus says it was so
artistically put together that the wall seemed like one
solid piece of Gold. In this sense the Wall represents
the unity of the Church, the Body of Christ.

“For as we have many members in one body, and
all members have not the same office; so we, being
many are one body in Christ, and every one members
one of another.”—Romans 12:4-5.

Another feature about Acacia wood is the fact
that it is very tough. It is not brittle, to be broken
easily. It is a type of that element of militant deter-
mination in the Body of Christ. The true Church may
be attacked by sword, flame, beast, faggot and heresy,
but it will not be thwarted. Take careful note of one
more thing. In this lovely Holy Place there was no
Acacia wood to be seen. It was ALL covered up with
Gold. This is the place in God toward which we must
all strive, by His grace. Paul reached it. The great
Ap_ostle said: “The life which I now live in the flesh,
I live by faith of the Son of God.”—Galatians 2:20.
i&léci again: “For to me to live is Christ.”—Philippians

We shall pass over the Bars and the Rings and
consider briefly the Sockets into which all the Holy
Place posts rested.

Read Exodus 26:19. Also, Exodus 36:24-30.

Christ in Redemption is seen as the foundation
of the true Church. “For other foundation can no man
lay than is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”—I Corinthians
3:11. “Upon the foundation of the apostles and proph-’
ets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone.”
—Ephesians 2:20.

All the posts of the Holy Place rested in Silver
Sockets, a type of Redemption, except those of the gate
which were rooted in the Brass of Judgment.

.. The foundation was not blocks of wood coated
with Silver; it was solid Silver, the element of Redemp-.
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tion. Nowhere did the Holy Place posts touch the
earth, It was lifted out of the earth by Silver; the
true Church is lifted above the world by Redemption.
Mention might be made of the Silver Tenons,
referred to in Exodus 36:22, which held the Boards to
the Sockets, but we pass them over and come imme-
diately to the Curtains which are full of meaning.

Draped over the sides and top of the Holy Place
were layers of curtains. On top was the curtain of
Badger Skins. “And thou shalt make a covering for
the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering above
of badgers’ skins.”—Exodus 26:14.

The Ram was a victim of the Burnt Offering. Its
blood was used for sprinkling. The worshipper stand-
ing in the Holy Place was covered by garments rep-
resenting Atonement for sin. Without thls_ covering
he would not have been justified to stand in such a
holy relationship to God. Remember the word Atone-
ment actually means to have your sins “covered.”
‘The type is here emphasized by the Atonement cov-
erings above the head of the worshipper.

Holy of Holies

HAVING passed through the center Cou;'t and the

Holy Place, the curtains are pushed aside for the
first glimpse of the Holy of Holies in which the Ark